
Each time a vacant building is given new life, each time our historic buildings regain their vitality and character, 
each time a landmark is restored and stories uncovered for generations to enjoy and learn from—it happens 
because of you. For more than sixty years, the Waterfront Historic Area League (WHALE) has been restoring 
and revitalizing New Bedford’s historic treasures. We’ve completed over 70 projects that have transformed 
our downtown and strengthened our community. But the truth is, none of this would be possible without the 
generosity and vision of supporters like you.

Through WHALE, you restore buildings, you create housing. You revitalize the places that make New Bedford 
unique. Your support brings history back to life. When you support WHALE, you are not just giving a dona-
tion—you are joining the restoration team, ensuring our city’s heritage continues to inspire and uplift.

Downtown New Bedford is alive today with renewed energy and purpose because people like you believed in 
its potential. As we look to the future, your role as a Preservationist has never been more vital. Together, we 
can continue saving endangered buildings, enhancing community, creating spaces for families and businesses, 
and preserving the historic places and spaces that make our city extraordinary.

Please join us once again in this transformative work. Your donation to our 2025 Annual Appeal ensures that 
New Bedford’s past remains a vibrant part of its future.

With gratitude, 
Erin D. A. Miranda, Executive Director 
Waterfront Historic Area League

YOU Are The Preservationist!
Saving the past, shaping the future through WHALE

A LOOK BACK AT 2025 
Once a proud cornerstone of New 
Bedford’s civic history, the Hillman 
Firehouse has sat vacant for too 
long. With your support, WHALE 
and our partners are restoring 
this landmark into much needed 
housing.

Places that Matter: New Bedford 
has been used over 26,000 times. 
This tool uses community nomi-
nated sites and demographics to 
show places for opportunity.

If you missed it, you can still experience 
the magic of New Bedford’s history 
with our “Not Just Anywhere” Tour 
on the AWEgmented app. Explore the 
stories behind our city’s most treasured 
places—and see how your support helps 
keep them alive for generations to come.

Our WHALE auction was a 
great success! With over 50 
items, bidding went along 
swimmingly. All funds went to 
fund operations. A huge thank 
you to everyone who  
participated. 



What have you preserved in 2025?

ENGAGEMENT: The people of New Bedford are at the heart of everything we do. 
Our work is grounded in listening, learning, and being present for those who call this city home. 
We share free preservation resources, celebrate the stories of our completed projects, and 
remain accessible to anyone seeking guidance. By engaging with residents, agencies, nonprofits, 
and civic groups, we strengthen community ties and ensure that revitalization benefits all who 
live, work, and enjoy New Bedford.

$2,500 $1,000 $250 $100 Other $ 

Name: Address: 

Phone: Email: 

Card#: Exp. Date: CVV Code: 

CC Billing Address: Zip Code: Signature: 

Check payable to WHALE enclosed Please charge my credit card 

Donations of $1,000 and above are eligible for a 50% Community Investment Tax Credit (CITC)! WHALE is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, 
charitable organization. In accordance with IRS regulations, your contribution is fully tax deductible. 

OPPORTUNITY: “We at Bethel A.M.E. Church are inspired by WHALE’s mission and 
its ongoing commitment to historic preservation. Through its leadership, education, connect-
ing, and advocacy, WHALE is actively working to preserve Bethel AME Church’s architectural 
heritage. Recently, our church benefited directly from WHALE’s critical assistance in applying 
for a grant and helping us to identify valuable supporters to aid in the preservation of our 
building. Working together, we will turn our historic building into a vibrant community asset 
linking us to the past, becoming a valuable community space, and supporting environmental 
sustainability. “
                  -Reverend Dr. Sandra Gatlin Whitley, Pastor, Bethel A.M.E. Church

WHALE’s projects, programs, and people may set the stage—but it’s you who brings preservation to life. As 
a supporter, you are the one opening doors, saving landmarks, and shaping the future of New Bedford. With 

every gift, you carry our city’s history forward and ensure it thrives for generations to come.

Thank you for supporting our mission and donating to our 2025 Annual Appeal today!

Please cut and return this card in the enclosed envelope to WHALE or visit 
waterfrontleague.org to donate securely online

COLLABORATION: From our earliest days, WHALE has believed that pres-
ervation is most powerful when it’s done together. We partner with residents, com-
munity organizations, and local leaders to spark new life in historic buildings and neigh-
borhoods. Whether we’re supporting homeowners preserving their own properties 
or guiding transformational redevelopment projects, WHALE ensures that the best of 
New Bedford’s past continues to create opportunity for current and future generations.

$50

www.waterfrontleague.org
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